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JLOWER  C  AJr  AB  A  WATCHMAIT 


PRO  PATRIA. 


"  To  depart  in  the  minutest  article,  from  the  nicety  and  strictness  of  punctilio,  is  as 
dangerous  to  national  honour,  as  to  female  virtue.^'  Junius. 

To  LOUIS  JOSEPH  PAPINEAU,  Esq. 


SIR, 

When  I  last  addressed  myself  personally 
to  yon  on  the  subject  of  your  conduct  at 
opening  the  present  session  of  the  Provin- 
cial Parliaiuent,  I  did  not  expect  that  I 
should  thus  early  be  under  the  unpleasant 
necessity  of  paying  you  a  similar  visit.  I 
then  convicted  you,  in  the  face  of  your 
Cauntry,  of  having  gone  officially  into  the 
presence  of  the  Representative  of  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign  with  a  base  and  de- 
signing falsehood  on  your  lij>s.  But 
though,  amidst  my  hopes  of  wiser  measures 
and  happier  times,  1  did  not  anticipate 
any  very  particularly  glaring  act  on  your 
part  deserving  a  direct  and  immediate  vi- 
sitation on  mine  ;  yet,  had  I  called  to  mind 
the  philosophical  maxim  of  the  poet,  that 
one  false  step  forever  damns  the  rest,  I 
ought  to  have  been  assured,  that  a  career 
like  yours,  commenced  iu  malice  and  ini- 
quity, must  inevitably  terminate  in  crime 
and  confusion.  You  are,  indeed,  Sir,  a 
public  criminal  of  no  ordinary  character. 
Intoxicated  with  impudence,  there  is  no 
end  of  your  rudeness  :  frantick  with  rage, 
there  are  no  bounds  to  your  malevolence. 
The  high  and  the  low,  among  such  as  do 
not  coincide  with  you  in  opinion,  are  e- 
qually  olnects  of  your  hatred  and  resent- 
ment. No  character,  however  pure,  i»  safe 
from  your  envy  and  falsehoods  ;  no  virtu©, 
however  exalted,  is  secure  from  the  base 
instruments  of  your  jealousy  and  revenge. 
The  very  air  is  tainted  with  the  poison  of 
your  malignant  disposition  ;  and  the  coun- 
try resouads  with  your  »bus6  of  characters 


not  only  your  superiors  in  morals,  but  in 
rank  and  dignity,  virtue  and  patriotism. 
Sir,  you  seem  to  traffick  in  defamation. 
You  move  in  an  orbit  of  publick  slander  ; 
and  have  rallied  round  you  as  satellites  all 
the  baser  feelings  of  a  rancorous  and  dia- 
bolical heart.  Stand  up  thou  malicious 
demagogue — thou  insolent  defamer  of  Go*- 
vernors.  Executive  Councillors,  and  all 
men  in  this  Province  having  authority  in 
the  administrarion  of  justice  and  govern- 
ment !  Come  forth,  I  say  ;  and  if  we  can- 
not penetrate  into  the  rancour  and  rotten- 
ness that  perpetually  agitate  thy  turbulent 
bosom,  let  us,  at  least,  behold  that  brazen 
countenance  capable  only  of  reflecting  th« 
basest  and  most  distorted  images.  Yes, 
there  thou  art  !  We  view  thee,  but  des- 
pise thee  :  we  behold  thee,  but  spurn  thee  : 
we  contemplate  thee,  but  loathe  thee,  as 
a  reptile  to  be  shunned  if  possible;  but,  if 
not,  to  be  trampled  upon. 

In  the  debate  which  took  place  on  the 
resolutions  for  expelling  Mr.  Christie,  you 
are  reported,  in  the  tliird  person,  to  have 
made  use  of  the  follow  ing  language  : 

"  Mr.  Speaker  trusted  few  persona 
could  entertain  such  servile  sentiments,  or 
lend  themselves  to  be  the  instruments  of 
such  a  man  as  Lord  Dalhousie,  a  man  who 
was  deaf  to  every  sentiment,  but  those  of 
pride,  prejudice,  and  despotism,  sentiments 
that  were  fostered  by  those  who  surround- 
ed him,  and  which  deservedly  stigmatized 
him  as  the  author  of  all  the  evils  which 
had  been  inflicted  upon  this  country.  A 
man  who  bad  been  deservedly  recalled 
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with  disgrace — a  man  disgraced  in  the 
eyes  of  his  Sovereig-n,  of  his  country,  and 
of  the  Province  he  had  so  deeply  injured." 

Sir,  that  you  uttered  this  language  in  your 
place  on  the  occasion  alluded  to  I  have  no 
douhts  whatever.  Of  this  I  am  well  ad- 
vised, as  well  through  other  channels  of  in- 
formation, as  by  the  printed  report  of  the 
debate.  But  were  the  case  otherwise,  I 
could  easily  have  recognized  it  as  the  off- 
spring of  your  heated  imagination  and  in- 
solent temper.  It  bears  the  very  impress 
of  your  soul.  It  is  the  foul  abortion  of 
your  malignant  heart,  and  carries  along 
with  it  every  characteristick  of  that  spirit 
of  enmity  which  it  has  long  been  your  siii- 
dy  how  to  wreak  on  a  great  patriot. a  great 
hero,  and  a  great  man  :  a  man,  to  use  your 
ow^n  mode  of  expressi.)n,  whose  life  and 
character  are  as  far  beyond  the  re.ich  of 
your  petty  loalevolence,  as  his  rank  and 
dignity  are  superior  to  plebian  vulgarity 
and  rudeness.  Nor  is  it  my  purpose  at 
present  to  defend  him  from  the  attacks  of 
so  despicable  an  assassin  as  you  are.  Lord 
Dalhousik  neither  needs,  nor  will  he  thank 
me  for  so  unnecessary  a  piece  of  service. 
My  present  object  has  a  different  tendency. 
It  is  not  to  defend,  but  to  punish  :  not  to 
save,  but  to  condemn.  It  is,  fir^t,  to  exhi- 
bit you  to  your  country  and  the  world  as  a 
designing  and  systematick  calumniator  and 
defamer  of  public  worth  and  integrity  ;  and, 
in  tfie  second  place,  to  transmit  your  name 
to  posterity,  as  one  every  way  deserving 
infamy  and  disgrace,  scorn  and  derision. 

With  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly in  the  expulsion  of  one  of  its  own 
members  for  delinquencies,  over  which, 
if  even  proven,  I  maintain  they  possess  no 
jurisdiction,  J  shall  not  at  present  inter- 
fere, though,  perhaps,  I  may  take  another 
opportunity  to  express  ray  sentiments  on 
a  measure  fraught  with  danger  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  alarm  to  the  Country.  I  shall 
only,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham, 
s  ay,  that  it  was  the  act  of  a  mob  and  not 
of  a  senate.    It  resembles,  in  a  remarka- 


ble degree, the  proceeding's  of  the  Judge  of 
hell,  as  described  by  the  poet  : — 

"Gnossius  haec  Rhadamanthus  habeiduris- 

sima  regua 
Castigatque,   auditque   dolos,  subigitque 

fattrir 

Sir,  my  charge  against  you  is  three-fold 

— rALSEHOOD,  DEFAMATION,  and  SCUR- 
RILITY. You  say,  that  Lord  Dahousie 
was  deservedly  recalled  with  disgrace,  and 
that  i'.e  IS  a  man  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of 
liis  Sovereign  and  country.  Sir,  were  you 
a  man  whose  veracity  was  undoubted  until 
now,  I  should  be  apt,  so  far  to  give  belief 
ti>  your  assertion,  as  to  call  upon  you  to 
produce  proof  of  your  averments.  But 
when  honest  men  meet  with  such  a  fellow 
as  you  are,  branded  as  you  have  for  years 
been  as  the  personal  enemy  of  Lord  Dal- 
housie — his  defamer  in  publick,  and  tra- 
ducer  in  private  life,  they  very  naturally 
put  their  own  construction  upon  yourstate- 
nient.  without  troubling  you  for  proof ;  be- 
ing satisfied  that  he  who  will  malign  with- 
out cause,  will  stab  without  justice — that 
he  who  scruples  not  to  asperse  in  gratifi- 
c  lion  of  personal  resentment,  will  have 
n  hesitation  to  arraign  without  evidence. 
But,  how  stands  tiie  fact  ?  Do  you  really 
dare  to  affirm  in  your  place  in  the  Assem- 
bly, that  Lord  Dalhousie  was  recalled  with 
disgrace  ?  If  you  do,  I  thank  God  that 
your  notions  o{ disgrace  are  different  from 
mine.  I  shall  here  say  nothing  of  my  right 
to  main!ain,from  aught  that  we  have  seen  or 
he  ird  to  the  contrary,  that  Lord  Dalhousie 
has  not  been  recalled  at  all,  and  that  his 
Lordship  is  to  this  hour  Governor  in 
Chief  of  these  Provinces.  But  granting 
that  he  has  been  actually  recalled,  1  will 
thank  you  to  shew  me  the  marks,  the  em- 
blems, or  the  tokens,  of  this  disgrace.  I 
p  <'sume  you  conceive  it  to  be  an  extraor- 
dinary mark  of  disgrace  to  be  called  from 
the  pitiful  government  of  a  pitiful  people 
like  the  Nation  Canadicnne,  having  neither 
knowledge  of  their  rights,  nor  gratitude 
for  their  privileges  as  a  British  people,  to 
the   military  command  of  a  <  arter  of 
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the  Globe — a  command  which  the  proudest 
era  of  Rome  could  not  confer.  Is  it  upon 
men  in  disgrace,  that  such  honors  and  be- 
nefits are  bestowed  in  this  generous  and 
just  nation  ?  But  which  of  the  scullions 
in  the  King's  kitchen  told  you,  or  some  of 
your  friends  lately  in  England,  that  Lord 
Dalhousie  was  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  his 
Sovereign  ?  When  and  where  was  this 
disgrace  earned  and  consummated  ?  W  as 
it  when  his  Lordship  was  nobly  fighting 
the  battles  of  his  Country  in  Egypt,  in  the 
West  Indies,  in  Spain,  and  in  France  ? 
Was  it  when  he  was  shedding  his  blood  in 
the  cause  of  Europe  and  of  Freedom  ?  Or 
was  it  when,  like  a  man  and  a  patriot, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  the  delegated  func- 
tions of  that  Sovereign  in  wliose  eyes  you 
say  he  is  disgraced,  he  withstood  you  and 
your  desperate  despairing  crew,  when  you 
so  clamorously  and  insanely  assailed  the 
the  constitution  and  the  dearest  rights  of 
every  true  Briton  in  the  province  ?  W' as 
it  when  the  minister,  in  his  place  in  par- 
liament, before  the  country  and  the  world, 
and  in  the  sight  and  hearm^i  of  your  co-ad- 
juters,  IMessieurs  Nelson,  Viger,  and  Cu- 
villier,  declared  "that  the  still  higher  situ- 
ation the  noble  lord  would  soon  be  called 
on  to  fill,  would  be  the  best  proof,  that  he 
had  not  incurred  the  disapprobation  of  go- 
vernment ?"  Was  it  when  iMr.  Stanley, 
whom  I  dare  say  you  will  not  accuse  of 
flattery  to  Lord  Dalhousie  or  deceit  to 
yourself,  said,  in  his  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  "he  could  not  refrain  from 
doing  the  Noble  Earl  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  government  in  Canada  the 
justice  of  observing,  that  he  (Mr.  Stanley) 
Jelt  convinced  that  the  Noble  Earl,  if  he  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  give  satisfaction 
to  the  petitioners,  had  acted  in  conformity 
with  the  Instructions  he  had  received 
from  government  ?"*  Was  it  when  his 
lordship  last  embarked  with  such  distin- 
guished honours  for  his  native  country;  car- 

*  See  Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  Civil  ffoverument  of  Canada,  2d. 


rying  in  this  hand  the  recorded  approba- 
tion, as  Governor  in  Chief  of  every  loyal 
and  enlightened  man  in  the  province,  and 
in  his  heart  a  deep  sense  of  the  good 
wishes  of  every  individual  of  humanity  & 
respectability  ?  Or  was  it  when  his  h)rd- 
ship  was  so  graciously  received  by  the 
King  and  his  ministers  wiili  the  r<  port  of 
his  administration  Truly,  Sir,  if  this  be 
disgrace,  it  is  a  disgrace  rarely  to  be  ex- 
perienced even  in  this  age  and  coimtry. 
But  you  have  said  that  Lord  Dalhousie  is 
disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  his  country .  W!  at 
country  ?  If  you  mean  Great  Britain, 
you  state  what  is  not  only  false,  but  mali- 
cious. There  is  not  within  the  whole  com- 
pass of  that  great  nation,  distiuguisl  ed  as 
it  is  above  all  others  for  ^\  orth,  virtue  and 
talent,  a  nobleman  who  is  more  highly 
respected,  or  n  ore  extensively  beloved  thaa 
Lord  Dalhousie.  But  if  you  confine  his 
disgrace  to  what  you  call  your  country 
only,  the  A'offon  Canttdiennt,  I  untierstand 
you,  and  find  myself  at  no  loss  to  conceive 
the  extent,  majinitude,  and  consequence 
of  such  disgrace,  when  proutulgated  lo 
the  world  by  you,  the  hired,  the  well- 
paid  calumniator  of  the  publick  as  v\ell 
as  private  character  of  Lord  Dalhou- 
sie. 

So  much  for  the  Falsehood  of  your 
statement.  I  come  next  to  its  Dkfamation. 
You  assert,  with  an  audacity  verj  suita!  le 
to  the  wiole  tenor  of  your  character  and 
conduct,  that  Lord  Dalhousie  is  a  iliaa 
deaf  to  every  sentiment,  but  those  of  pride, 
prejudice  and  despotism.  Most  excellent 
judge  of  sentiment  and  character,  tell  us 
we  pray  thee,  where  you  have  culled  the 
information  upon  which  you  found  your 
statement?  I  fear  this  is  a  thing  which, 
you  will  take  credit  to  your  prudence  for 
w  ithholding.  It  is  most  true  that  a  thievish- 
ly-inclined menial  discharged  by  his  Lord- 
ship, was  once  of  a  time  niuch  and  foof.ly 
caressed  for  authentitk  information  with 
respect  to  his  master's  private  character 
and  bearing.  Was  it  from  this  despieablo 
scoundrel — rhis  suitable  pander  to  your 
vulgar  curiosity— that  you  collected  your 
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information  ?    I  will  not  say  absolutely 
that  it  was  ;  but  from  whatever  source 
you  got  your  information,  it  is  most  cer- 
tain, if  one  might  judge  from  its  nature  and 
extent,  that  it  could  not  have  come  through 
a  much  purer  channel.    Your  own  perso- 
nal observation,  with  whatever  intelligence 
and  scrutiny  it  might  have  been  exercised, 
I  beg  leave  totally  to  exclude  and  deny. — 
What  your  notions  of  society  really  are,  I 
have  no  means  of  being  acquainted  with  ; 
though  from  a  variety   of  circumstances, 
and  the    company  whom  you  court  and 
keep,  I  fear,  as  a  gentleman,   that  I  must 
estimate  them  at  a  very  low  rate.  Your 
natural  sphere,  therefore,  is  as  far  beneath 
that  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  as   you  conceive 
your  own  cur   to  be   beneath  yourself. — 
Such  men  as  you  herd  not  with  the  noble 
and  the  great.    It  is  true  that  the  same 
planet  gave  you  birth.    But  there  are  or- 
ders and  distinctions  of  men  as  well  as  of 
beasts  ;  and  in  the  same  degree   that  the 
croaking  crawling  toad  is  inferior  to  the 
majestick  lion,  so    are  you  different  from 
Lord  Dalhousie.    You  early  felt  your  own 
insignificance  and  this  inferiority.    1  know 
not  whether  it  proceeded  from  the  envy  of 
your  nature,  or  the   clownishness  of  your 
birth  ;  but  his   Lordship  was  but  a  little 
time  in  this  province  when  you  shrunk  in- 
to your  own  native   atmosphere  ;  and  the 
only  remed}  left  to  a  person  in   your  con- 
dition was  the  pitiful  and  unmanly  under- 
taking of  pulling    after   you  those  who 
stood  above  you,  but  especially  his  Lord- 
ship, because  he  stood  above  all  at  the  top 
of  the  gradation.    Now  thai   his  lordship 
is  gone,  and  you  conceive   yourself  exalt- 
ed a  little  beyond  your  natural  sphere,  you 
have  the  cowardice  and  baseness  to  reduce 
his  character  and  publick  reputation  to  a 
level  with  your  own.    But,    Sir  you  have 
undertaken  a  difficult  task  ;  a  task  which 
neither  yourself  nor  the  whole  myrmidons 
of  your  faction  congregated  around  you 
will  ever  be  able  to  execute.    Lord  Dal- 
housie sits  secure  in  the  mi  1st  of  an  im- 
pregnable fortress  of  private    worth  and 
public  esteem— reared  by  bis  deeds,  fortifi- 


ed by  his  integrity,   and  embellished  by 
the   approbation   of  his   Sovereign  and 
country,  against  which   neither    the  cla- 
mour of  party  nor   the  poisoned  safts  of 
malevolence   can   ever  prevail.    Yet  tell 
us,  whether  it  was  you  or  your  friend  Mr. 
Cuvillier,  in  a  late   private   discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  present  administration, 
who  observed,  that  after  all,   the  only  dif- 
ference between  it  and  that   of  Lord  Dal- 
housie, was,  that  the  Canadians  had  now 
a  man  who  would  shake  hands  with  them* 
My  information  does  not  authorize  me  to 
state  positively  that  you  are   the  author  of 
this  most  ungenerous   sneer   and  uncom- 
plimentary  remark    towards   Sir  Jamea 
Kempt  ;  and,  indeed,  you  are,  upon  the 
whole,  an  animal  whose  fars  are  too  long 
to  be    saddled   with   any   observation  of 
point.    But  Mr.  Cuvillier,  is  au  auction- 
eer, and,  of  consequence,  a  licensed  withy 
profession.     At  all  events,   this  shaking- 
hands  business  sliews  in   a  most  extraor- 
dinary light  your  very  weighty  reasons  for 
accusing  Lord  Dalhousie  of  pride  and  pre- 
judice.   Let  me  ask  you  whether  it  is  pride 
and  prejudice  in  any   honest  man  to  de- 
cline shaking  hands   with  a  personal  ene- 
my  and   a  common  calumniator  ofhi» 
fame  ?    Are  you  not  a  personal  enemy  of 
Lord  Dalhousie,  and  have  you  notpublick- 
ly  avowed  yourself  to  be  so  ?    The  little 
honour  that  may  be  left  to  you  after  sucb 
an  avowal,  will  not  allow  you  to  do  other- 
wise than  to  answer  in  the  aflirmative.— 
Have  you  ever  meddled   with  Lord  Dal- 
housie's  character  in  private,  or  calumnia- 
ted his  reputation  as   a  governor  in  pub^ 
lick      Dare  you  hesitate  for  an  answer  ? 
If  you  do  I  will  send  for  proof  of  the  first 
to  your  friends,  and  of  tlie  other  to  your 
own  manifesto,  and  speeches  in  and  out  of 
parliament,    as  well   as  those  midnight 
rhapsodies  which  you  are  said  to  have  ut- 
tered pi-eparatory  to   the  complaints  seot 
home  against  his   lordship.    Did  you  ever 
pollute  the  walls  of  Downing  Street  with, 
your  scandal  ?    And  do  you  new  suppose 
that  you,  or  any  of  your  gang,  are  fit  to  b* 
taken  by  the  band  by  such  a  maftss  Lore) 
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Dalhousie  ?  His  Lordship  is  too  much  of 
a  man  of  honour,  too  much  of  a  gentle- 
man, and  too  little  of  a  politician  to  grasp 
by  the  hands  those  whom  he  cannot  trust 
with  his  fame.  I  once  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  a  drunken  scavenger,  vs  ith  his 
dirty  broom  on  his  shoulder,  come  up  to  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  and  for  no  other  cause 
or  provocation  than  his  being  a  lord,  abuse 
him  in  the  most  opprobious  epithets.  To 
myself  and  others  who  stood  by,  this  was  a 
scene  of  disgust  and  abhorrence  ;  but  to 
the  nobleman  himself  it  was  only  one  of 
merriment.  He  gave  the  scavenger  a 
crown,  and  his  abuse  was  immediately 
changed  into  expressions  of  praise  and  gra- 
titude. Sir,  if  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  transfer  that  mace  from  the  table  be- 
fore you  to  your  shoulder  we  shall  behold 
an  exact  representation  of  the  scavenger, 
and  his  broom,  tvith  this  exception,  tliat 
you  have  not  yet  been  paid  the  crown,  o- 
therwise  your  clamour  against  Lord  Dal- 
housie would  long  ere  now  have  ceased, 
and  be  probably  turned  into  abject  adula- 
tion. But  I  have  been  told  that  you  are 
a  man  of  extensive  reading.  If  so,  you  cnn 
be  at  no  loss  in  what  part  of  Paradise  Lost 
to  find  a  more  apt  parallel.  You  will 
there  find  your  own  counterpart  as  faith- 
fully depicted,  as  Eve  found  herself  reflect- 
ed when  she  first  beheld  her  shadow  in 
the  pool. 

As  to  your  Scurrility, Sir,  it  is  worthy 
both  of  yourself  &.  the  cause  which  you  ad- 
vocate. In  the  vocation  of  scurrility,  you 
appear  to  be  exceedingly  well  versed.  It 
seems  to  be  your  native  element,  as  filth  is 
that  of  vermin.  You  have  been  thoug!  t 
eloquent.  I  think  so  too.  But  it  is  only 
in  scurriHty.  Did  I  not  know,  by  your 
principles,  that  you  are  a  native  of  this 
Province,  1  should  have  no  hesitutiou,  froiu 
the  style  and  character  of  your  latigu  ige, 
to  apply  at  Billingsgate  for  a  certificate  of 
your  nativity.  But  scurrility  is  a  trade  so 
low,  so  gross,  and  so  loathsome  that  no 
man,  however  equivocal  his  reputation, 
can  be  injured  by  it  aii,i  it  is  only  the  grubs 
of  the  earth  that  traffick  in  it.   At  the  end 
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of  the  session  I  presume  you  will  be  abieta. 
tell  us  the  amount  of  ^owr  gains.  If  your 
profits  be  equal  to  your  industry,  you  will 
be  able  to  lay  up  a  capital  that  will  enrich 
your  posterity,  without  rendering  them 
either  the  envy  of  others  or  respectable  in 
their  own  eyes.  As  to  the  principal  object 
of  your  inveterate  malice,  his  escutcheon 
is  too  pure,  and  his  coronet  too  exalted  to 
be  any  ways  stained  or  disturbed  by  such 
ribaldry  as  you  are  master  of.  If  you  in- 
tend that  it  should  have  any  effect,  I  would, 
therefore,  advise  you  to  vend  your  poisoa 
among;  your  ow  n  circle.  There  it  may  do 
good  to  all  parties.  Whilst  its  use  will 
serve  to  convict  tlie  utterer  of  hastiness, 
the  circulators  will  be  punished  as  acces- 
sories. Their  punishment  will,  indeed,  be 
dissimilar,  but  eqii  iliy  effectual.  The  lat- 
ter will  die  an  ignominious  death  and  be 
forgotten.  The  former  will  undergo  an 
ignominious  death  too  ;  but  his  memory  will 
live  to  be  deplored  by  his  posterity,  and 
execrated  l)y  his  countrymen. 

But  who  are  yo  i.  Sir,  who  thus  stand 
forth  as  the  head  and  chaoipion  of  all  the 
disaffected  and  4lis^euhious — of  all  the  evil 
and  ignoble  so  rlu  in  the  Country?  By 
what  right  of  iulieritance  h^ve  you  thus  be- 
come at  once  the  advocate  of  sedition  and 
the  calumniator  of  all  man  in  legitimate  au- 
thority ?  If  you  have  any  other  titles  but 
those  of  a  cowardly  heart  and  a  malevo- 
lent disposition,  produce  them  I  entreat  of 
you.    But  coL'  C  e  ;ee  whispers  to  you,  t!  at 
you  cannot.    She  also  tells  you,  that,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  ;  cres  of  ground, and 
a  disrelish  of  British  gove.Q  fient  and  supe- 
riority, you    have   no   other   inherit": uce. 
You  will  not,  of  course,  and  the  publick  is 
not  bound,  to  take  my  word  for  this.    I  am 
therefore  bound  to  prove  it.    In  doing  so, 
I  shall  adduce  as  my  first  witness  a  gentle- 
ui'mwhom  I  dare  say  you  veuerate  very 
much,  aufi  wiioso  veracity  I  presume  you 
will  not  be  disposed  to   call   in  question. 
\ll  I  know  of  this  gentleman  myself,  is, 
that  he  is  reported  to  be  a  rank  democrat, 
and  to  have  taught  you  the  elements  of 
your  politicks.    He  was  himself,  too,  in  his 
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time  a  noted  politiciaa,  and  for  some  time 
held  a  seat  in  that  branch  of  the  legislature 
of  which  you  say  yourself— (ov  I  deny  the 
fact — that  you  are  Speaker.  Iu  that  ca- 
pacity the  venerable  gentleman  in  question 
said  something  rude  and  insulting  to  a  bro- 
ther representative.  This  representative 
was  not  to  be  overdone  in  acts  of  benevo- 
lence of  this  kind,  &  accordingly  sent  a  ci- 
vil iiioisage  to  the  venerable  &  hon.  mem. 
begging  his  company  at  a  certain  place 
next  morning  to  meet  one  or  two  friends. 
It  is  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  and 
has  never  yet  been  accounted  for,though  this 
affair  took  place  many  years  since,  that  the 
venerable  member,  though  imbued  with 
the  characteristick  politeness  of  his  coun- 
tryman, neither  availed  iti  nself  of  the  in- 
vitation of  his  friend  nor  sent  any  apology 
for  his  absence.  It  is  sagely  presumed  that 
some  family  concerns  called  him  away  ra- 
ther hurriedly.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  was 
never  again  seen  in  his  place  in  the  Assem- 
bly ;  and  his  seat  is  now  occupied  by  a  de- 
scendant every  way  worthy  of  the  sire. 
I  What  relation  you.  Sir,  bear  to  this  ve- 
nerable man  of  the  people,  I  will  leave 
yourself  and  others  to  determine.  Let  me 
only  add,  that  if  you  do  not  inherit  his  fly- 
ing propensities,  you  are  fully  his  equal  as 
well  in  giving  as  in  receiving  invitations  of 
honour.  The  whole  province  laughed  at 
you  when  Ma.  M.  pulled  you  by  the  nose 
in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
you  had  the  courage  to  tell  him  that  you 
would  prosecute,  him!  You  may  think  me 
personal.*  But  do  you  really  think  that 
*  In  a  letter  from  Po|  e  to  Arbuiiiuut, 
dated  26th  July,  1734,  be  s  lys  "  To  re- 
form, and  not  to  chastise,  I  am  afraid,  is 
impossible;  and  that  the  best  prece[)ts,  as 
well  as  the  best  laws,  would  prove  of  small 
use,  if  there  were  no  examples  to  enforce 
them.  To  attack  vices  in  the  abstract, 
without  touching  persons  may  be  safe  fig!  t 
ing,  indeed,  but  it  is  fighting  with  shadows. 
My  greatest  comfort  and  encouragement 
to  proceed  has  been  to  see,  that  those  who 
have  no  shame,  and  no  fear  of  any  thing 
else,  have  appeared  touched  by  my  satires." 


any  thing  can  be  more  piersonal,  than  tel- 
ling a  man  that  he  is  deaf  to  every  senti- 
ment but  pride,  prejudice  and  despotism. 
Do  you  not  in  effect  and  in  fact  call  such  a 
man  a  coward  ?  Do  you  not  denominate 
him  as  a  man  destitute  of  every  sentiment 
of  honour  and  principle  of  justice  ?  And 
what  man  of  honour  or  courage  would  take 
taunt  or  insult  from  you,  who  inherit  nei- 
ther by  birth,  and  upon  whose  heart  no  ex- 
ample or  custom  can  make  any  impression 
through  life. 

Without  doors,  to  use  a  parliamentary 
phrase,  the  province  has  yet  to  learn  the 
grounds  of  your  pretensions  to  the  invidious 
office  of  publick  censor,  and  still  more  infa- 
mous profession  of  general  calumniator. 
Wijcnce,  tell  us,  this  singular  assumption 
of  precedency.  Whence  this  robe — these 
emblems  of  authority  with  whicli  you  have 
invested  yourself ;  for  that  authority  must, 
indeed,  be  great  which  gives  you  a  censu- 
ring and  condemning  power  over  the  liigh- 
est  and  gravest  offices  of  government. 
What  new  dignitj'  is  this  which  you  have 
exclusively  appropriated  to  yourself.  Pro- 
duce your  patent,  I  beg  of  you  ;  for  it  lias 
hitherto  eluded  all  our  senses  of  touch  and 
vision.  From  which  of  the  great  and  vir- 
tuous actions  of  your  life  has  it  emanated  ? 
I  have  known  you  for  many  years,  and  to 
none  of  those  can  I  trace  it.  I  know  not 
what  i/ow  esteem  as  acts  of  virtue  and  hu- 
manity, but  I  will  tell  you  one  or  two  that 
I  d  '  not  consider  in  that  ligi.t.  I  do  not 
et^teem  it  either  virtuous,  t:eiierous,  or  hu- 
mane in  you  to  have  shut  yom-  heart  and 
your  purse  against  tl  e  cl  lims  of  the  suffer- 
ers from  the  New-Brunswick  i  O  iflag,raTioa 
ar  a  time  when  every  other  he;:rt  and  puise 
in  the  province  and  in  the  empire  v\as 
t  r  jun  open  to  their  necessities,  and  when, 
as  Speaker,  you  had  pocketed  n)any  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  publick  money.  Their 
solicitations,  though  made  by  gentlemen 
e\e  yway  your  superiors,  were  received 
with  the  cold  inhuman  remark  that  the  suf- 
ferers were  hut  des  Anglois,  undergoing  the 
pains  of  a  terrestrial  ordeal  preparatory  to 
an  infernal  one!    Deeds  of  charily  ought  to 
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be  done  in  private  ;  nor  will  1  insult  the 
leading  object  of  your  malice  by  cootrast- 
iog  h'i6  conduct  on  this  occasion  with  your^. 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  were  1  to 
do  so,  the  publick  would  be  at  no  loss  up- 
on whom  to  fix  the  stigma  of  pride,  preju- 
dice, and  despotism.  Lord  Dalhousie's 
ch  it  ity  has  ever  been  munificent.  Yours 
has  always  been  confined  to  a  vote  in  the 
House  of  Assembly.  He  always  gave  away 
his  own  in  elemosynary  gifts.  You  were 
contented  and  gratified  by  disposing  of  ihe 
property  of  others.  Do  you  remember 
But  why  should  I  insult  the  publick 
with  a  catalogue  of  your  crimes?  Are 
they  not  already  well-known  ?  Do  we 
not  find  ample  proofs  of  them  in  every 
countenance  at  the  bare  mention  of  your 
name/  Is  not  the  name  of  PAPiNEAua 
by-word  and  a  proverb  ?  Is  it  not  held  in 
derision  by  all  who  wish  well  to  the  coun- 
try ?  Is  it  not  synonymous  not  only  with 
pride,  prejudice,  and  despotism  but  with 
every  thing  that  is  ridiculous,  bigotted  and 
obstinate  ?  Are  not  the  very  cahots  now 
called  Papineaus  ?  But  let  us  behold  you 
in  another  character  ;  let  us  behold  you 
within  doors,  as  the  phrase  has  it. 

You  were  brought  up  to  the  law  ;  a  most 
noble  and  respectable  profession  in  which, 
dull  as  your  forensick  talents  are,  you 
might  have  succeeded  ;  and  dragged  out  a 
life,  if  not  of  splendour  or  affluence,  at 
least  of  comparative  innocence  and  retire- 
ment. But  the  courts  of  law,  were  too 
contracted  a  field  for  a  man  of  your  ambi- 
tion :  you  found  their  dignity,  order,  and 
subordination  incompatible  with  your 
views,  and  destructive  of  your  aspirations. 
In  an  evil  hour  you  deserted  the  bar,  and 
betook  yourself  to  the  more  precarious 
trade  of  politicks.  How  you  have  hither- 
to succeeded  in  your  new  employment,  an 
ignorant  and  discontented  people — an  idle 
and  famished  peasantry — a  disgraced  and 
ruined  country,  bear  ample  testimony.  Sir, 
the  restlessness  of  temper  which  made  you 
a  legislator  has  proved  injurious  to  your- 
self; but  the  ambition  which  placed  you  in 
the  Speaker's  chair,  has,  I  fear,  destroyed 


your  country.  We  shall  be  overwhelmed 
if  you  do  not  desert  the  senate  as  you  did 
the  bar,  and  immediately  retire  to  your  ori- 
ginal obscurity. 

Your  c;ireerin  the  Assembly,  but  espe- 
cially as  Speaker  has  been  remarkable  for 
a  variety  of  stranjie  circumslrsnces.  la 
what  publick  capacity  does  the  province 
ever  hear  of  you  but  as  a  politician  ?  Vour 
publick  identity  is  confined  to  the  Hustings 
and  the  Assembly  ;  and  tbe  chart  of  ynav 
travels  scarcely  extends  farther.  We  never 
behold  you  as  a  member  of  any  literary  or 
scientific  society.  We  never  see  you  mix 
with  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  in  giving 
aid,  countenance  and  encouragement  t«>  the 
youth  of  the  times  in  then'  endet^vours  to 
store  their  minds  with  useful  and  ornamen- 
tal knowledge.  Neither  our  Museunis  nor 
our  Libraries  owe  you  any  donation  :  rind 
not  even  one  of  those  speeches  and  pamph- 
lets in  whose  pr-iise  yourself  and  your 
friends  are  so  clanjorously  eloquent.  No  ; 
we  never  behold  you,  hut  in  a  dull  roi4nd 
of  plodding  inrriguing  politicks.  No  nceue 
has  any  charms  in  your  eyes  but  the  gloo- 
my walls  of  the  house  of  Assembly  ;  no  sta- 
tion but  the  chair,  the  tal-le  and  thefloorof 
that  venerable  fabrick.  Your  oratory,  too, 
like  your  person,  has  its  locale  ;  and  we 
scarcely  ever  hear  of  you  as  a  speaker,  but 
when  the  mace  and  a  thousand  pounds  are 
glittering  in  magnified  rays  belore  your 
eyes.  Who  ever  thought  before  that  om- 
rice  had  been  a  constituent  part  of  elo- 
quence !  Sir,  I  know  not  whether  you 
keep  a  mistress  ;  but  if  you  do,  you  are 
much  beholden  to  her  for  initiating  you  so 
perfectly  in  the  abandoned  trade  of  prosti- 
tution. Have  you  not  prostituted  all  the 
little  talents  that  you  possess  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  a  party  ?  Have  you  not  made 
it  the  object  and  study  of  your  life  to  pleas© 
that  party  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
the  mastery  over  the  government  of  the  pro- 
vince ?  Have  you  not  sacrificed  with 
them  at.  the  shrines  of  Peacchus,  of  Pluto, 
and  of  Mercury  t  Have  you  not,  in  fact, 
become  the  liigh-Priest  of  their  political 
revelries  ?    Have  you  and  they  not  turned 
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the  House  of  Assembly  into  a  house  of  bad 
fame;  in  which  the  character,  reputation, 
and  circumstances  of  every  honest  ra.iu  in 
the  country  are  nij^htly  investigated  and 
discussed  ?    But  you  have  done  worse  than 
openins;  a  banquetinj^  house  for  scandal. 
Have  you  not  established  an  inquisitorial 
tribunal  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and  privi- 
leges of  every  British  subject  in  the  pro- 
vince ?    What  man  is  safe  from  your  ille- 
gal and  unconstitutional  scrutiny  ?  What 
private  family  is  secure  from  your  Jesuiti- 
cal mode  of  procedure  ?    Is  there  a  father 
in  the  province  who  does    not  tremble 
for  his  offspring  if  they  are  anywise  con- 
nected with    the  publick  business  of  the 
country  ?    Is  there  a  sou  who  does  not  do 
the  same  thing  for  his  father  ?     »Vho,  that 
differs  in  opinion  from  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, is  not   made  an   object  of  insult 
and    persecution  ?    Who,   in  the  honest 
discharge  of  his  duty  happens  to  give  of- 
fence to  the  Assembly,   that   is  not  drag- 
ged before  them  with  every  indignity,  and 
compelled  to  undergo,  not  a   fair  and  legal 
trial,  but  contumely,  scorn,  and  disgrace  ? 
In  the  name   of  British  LiBwary,  what 
age  anl  country  is  this  that  we  live  in  ? 
Britons  /  can  yo'j    longer   emlure  this  ! 
Do  you  live  in  a  British  colony,  and  sub- 
mit to  have  your  rights  thus  wrested  from 
you  ?    Can  you  live,  and  forfeit  the  liber- 
ties for  which  your   fathers  bled  /    Is  the 
cause  of  Sidney  and  of  Hampden  no  long- 
er yours?    You  are  loyal   an  J  brave. — 
Be  resolute  and  courageous  ;  and  rest  as- 
sured, that  the  evils  you  now  complain  of 
will  soon  have  an  end.    I  declare,  in  the 
face  of  ray  country,  that  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, as  at   present  constituted,  is  cor- 
rupt and  an  intolerable  nuisance.  The 
people  have  a  right— a  well  defined  con- 
stitutional right — to  recall  such  representa- 
tives.   Let  that  be  done.    Let  us  peacea- 
bly and  respectfully  petition  the  Governor 
to  dissolve  the  present  parliament.  There 
can  be  no  right   without  rcm^dij.  There 
are  limits  to  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Assembly;  and  when  these  limits  are  over- 
stepped, I  maintain  that  even  the  Legisla- 
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tive  Council — that  traduced  and  much  a- 
bused  body — have  a  constitutional  right  to 
join  the  people  in  preserving  the  constitu- 
tion. They  are  as  much  the  guardians  of 
the  public  welfare  as  the  House  of  As- 
sembly ;  and  they  are  therefore  bound  to 
assist  us  when  our  rights  and  liberties  are 
at  stake.  It  has  been  said  that  dissolutions 
do  no  good  in  this  country.  I  care  not. — 
Let  the  forms  and  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion be  maintained  when  the  rights  of  the 
people  are  in  danger.  Who  is  the  phy- 
sician that  would  not  administer  medicine 
when  the  body  is  diseased  ,  and  in  danger, 
though  he  were  assured  that  no  benefit 
would  result  from  it  ? 

But,  Sir,  I  have  lost  sight  of  you  for  a 
little.  Yet,  were  you  a  thousand  times  of 
more  importance  than  you  really  are,  who 
could  preserve  any  rememhrance  of  you 
when  his  country  was  in  jeopardy  ?  No 
wonder,  then,  if  I  have  forgotten  you  for  a 
mo  nent.  But  tho  igh  I  forgot  you  perso- 
nally, the  miseries  which  you  have  entail- 
ed on  the  province  were  fresh  in  my  me- 
mory, and  its  real  interests  deeply  engra- 
ven on  my  heart.  I  had  a  right,  there- 
fore, to  rally  around  me  all  the  loyalty  and 
sterling  principles  which  I  know  the  coun- 
try to  be  yet  possessed  of.  I  did  so  ;  and 
I  have  not  so  mean  an  opinion  of  myself  as 
to  think  that  my  efforts  will  have  been  al- 
together in  vain.  But  I  know  not  that  I 
should,  at  present,  add  any  thing  more  to 
the  truths  which  I  have  told  you.  I  have 
convicted  you  of  Falsehood,  Defamation 
Scurrility  ;  and  I  thmk  that  the  transmis- 
sion of  tiiis  record  to  posterity,  will  be  am- 
ple punishment.  I  sliould  be  sorry,  how- 
ever, to  send  you  down  to  futurity  wholly 
unaccompanied  ;  and  therefore  beg  leave 
to  introduce  to  you  the  very  acceptable 
names  of  V^iger  and  Vallieres — names  con- 
nected by  alliteration  as  well  as  by  a  cora- 
mnnityof  feeling,  principle,  and  profes- 
sion : — 

"  Two  bookful  blockheads  ignorantly  read 
With  loads  of  learned  lumber  in  their  head." 

They  both  partic  pated  with  you  in  your 
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assault  upon  the  character  ofLordDal- 
housie  ;  and  it  is  but  right  and  just  that  they 
should  share  in  your  punishment.  Mr.Viger 
is  also  reported  to  have  said, in  the  debate  on 
Mr.  Christie's  illegal  and  unwarrantable 
expulsion,  that  "  for  his  part  he  felt  it  pain- 
ful even  to  name  such  a  man  as  Lord  Dal- 
housie,"  No  wonder  !  He  knew  that  Lord 
Dalhousie  was  a  gentleman  ;  Avhich  he  is 
not  himself.  He  knew  Lord  Dalhousie  to 
be  a  soldier  ;  which  he  also  is  not  himself. 
His  skulking  exploits  behind  a  tree  iu  the 
battle  of  Chateauguay,  have  not  yet  been 
forgotten.  They  yet  serve  as  an  amusing 
tale  to  beguile  the  long  winter  nights  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  famous  field. 
As  to  MrVallip.rks,  the  damnable  sys- 
tem'' which  he  spoke  of  on  the  same  occa- 
sion, has  served  to  give  to  the  country  a 
better  opinion  of  his  religious  principles 
than  have  been  hitherto  entertained.  This 
is  the  first  intimation  the  publick  have  had 
ofhisbelief  either  in  heaveu-or  hell.  The 


province  rejoices  at  the  conversion  of  so 
great  a  man  ;  and  the  churcb,  that  reared 
him  from  a  destitute  orphan  to  his  present 
exaltation  and  popularity,  cannot  do  other- 
wise than  perform  high  mass  and  Te  Deum 
for  the  return  of  so  undutiful  and  lonji-lost 
a  prodigal.  However,  were  he  now  wear- 
ing, as  he  expected,  Judge  Tachereau's 
three-cornered  hat,  the  publick  will  do  him 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  be  the  admiois- 
tration  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  what  it  would, 
we  should  hear  him  extolling  it  to  heaven 
instead  of  sinking  it  to  hell. 

Adieu,  for  the  present,  false  and  defama- 
tory Triumvirate  !  Adieu,  wretched  crilum- 
niators  of  a  man  of  acknowledged  honour, 
virtue,  and  integrity  !  ,  Adieu  base  slander- 
ers !  If  you  ever  renew  your  Avork  of  ma- 
lice and  vindictiveness,  depend  upon  it, 
that  you  shall  hear  again  from 

THE  WATCHMAN. 

23th  February,  1829. 


